A simplified method for the detection of maedi-visna virus RNA by in situ hybridization.
A simplified in situ hybridization method for the detection of maedi-visna virus (MVV) RNA in cultured cells using 35S-labelled DNA probes is described. The protocol currently used in this laboratory for the in situ detection of MVV RNA involves paraformaldehyde fixation followed by extensive cellular pretreatment prior to hybridization. It was found that substitution of paraformaldehyde fixation with brief acetone treatment and the removal of subsequent pretreatment steps gave a similar level of hybridization signal to that of our standard protocol. Acetone fixed, non-pretreated samples were used to develop a double labelling procedure in which immunocytochemistry and in situ hybridization were combined to allow the simultaneous detection of visna virus antigens and RNA within the same cell.